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Warking on the bikesz iz the least enjopabla bit

When | joined hom for a Toor de Morvan
mecently it becamie obwious that Chiris his some
friends in pretty high places = In fact they don't
come much higher Because despite the torrential
rain wi'd left behing in England, all our days rid-
iy in France wien warm and sunny, Not only
that but Chris managed (o arrange for the enbine
trm] o be watered overmght fevery night) pust to
b thae dust down - all 350 odd miles of it 1'd
alwnys suspected he'd sold s sl bt T ludn’
figored it was worth quite so much

Sov thee riding: conditbons were perfect, with
dapplid sunlight filtering, theough the trees, onto
tracks which ﬁw:hpl throsigh clonds of dandstion
sevds mtiered opy by the rider in fronl. Yoo naslly
couldn't have wished for a meer setting.

The trails themselves ame pretly vanied; mcky
i plices, muddy at times bul also st and Aow
g, By and Linge the tracks were tidden o thind
gear wpwands vel these were olten Hinss when
s i pojick o way, down seenimgly
inchiarted single teacks thal locked ke they'd
et seen i bike along them belone:

Oither lanes wene wider (bwin:tracks), though
pelresh ingl unlike a lot of British trails, these
Were & enigth s that vou could ride from
thie belt-hangd wl'qad rm:l:_m middle then to
i nﬂ:'h“ iy around

‘s the water - s of it

wihich can)

Thera's miles of thiz stuff down in the Moervan

am eEsings o be noges

deceptively 5l 1|
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Each morming
started with a riders
brivting fo highlight
Ny Olenbial ol
lems with the dayv's
POt Bee, s safody ks Oue
(A I'i 15 N Soat
e Thiere s alsn
now thie requinemani
for everyone to sign
a Kiders Charter
acknowledging thetr
respornabilities
we bl taking prarl
Mothing Lo Gnerous
ey o :__;4'1|I||'
reminder thal it zn’l
a race and that
eviryann has & part
to play in the success
ol thenr vwnording
holiday.

The cvening
accomurmodalion was
'|'J‘|"-'|~|1|F connloef
able, though obyi-
ously niot above hav-
ing 15 sweaty,
muddy motorcyclist
carrying big bags
thirough to et
poinns sl shoner
frig b few Kilos of
o o eds
bathroom dralng! In
fact | think one of the
things that struck me
mosi aboul the afea
was jlast huow wel
LU, CVUTYOnE
was. Froim cofé sl
Tncrbeed stanff bo Faorse
ridors on the track,
people waved almost without exception, even a
grougy of picnickers sating by a river in the mid-
ol af 4 forest all waved enthusbastically as we
il it their idvilic linchedn spol ~ imagine
thar happenimg in thie New Porest. Not!

The standard of riding requined hpuny my.
though there are the occasional "esters” d
to keep you coneentrating. Morg Tid-
ers lhwldh bbb Dl b clint b ﬁﬂfmr a8
Ezm., irittuiction aru) bﬂ-wﬂﬂmﬁ

wmﬁusﬂwm h m

Chne

That'll be the deap watar than, eh Stave.. 7 !

everyore did with ease,
S i o are seeking trl dding Nirvima and

ot Jookig {1y just go thiashing arourd French

Lo theers e heartily. pocdommiend foining Chris

for the Mnﬂ:rm evenl. The general consonsus
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with most hmpnmﬂmpuu L{'E roturn for
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