espihe more thamn ten VEATs working in

the dirt bike industrss Pvie never actually

come face o face with a Vulmune befone
novw: But then again 've never ndden i the Pays
Hasopue regicm of Franoe betome - that litthe cormer
of SW Fronce which borders thie Pyreness and
Spain o the soutie and the Atlantic Coean to
the west. Bui that's exactly what happened as
I rounded a comer on the very first day of the
fatest Sport Adventure trail riding holiday in
the Pvirenees. There It was, all bald and ugly -
I thought T was Jooking at a pictune of Chris
Evans at frel, until withca few pentle beals of its
pigrandbic wings il ook ol ona low rajectory and
4 sloped oft to find @ thermal to play on. | almost
ot felt Lk whistlimge thal song out of Jungle Bool. .

LEETEN S B 3 AREOLS

Mistietoe and Whine
Rather like the anmial release of the "I‘l':'i.l”'.-
brewed Carlsberg Elephant Beer, or a dodgy
Christmas slngle, the periodic annoumcemant of
a new Sport Adventure mute 5 both a pleasure
and a pain... A pleasure becanse Chris Evans (for
it 1% he whi runs Sport Adventure) hax a knack of
finding the very best regions of France in which
ey e chirt bikess, And @ pain because atter ten
vears of rusming such tours, Chiris knows
exactly what i s that British oders wani
a lechndeal and pnteresting o Tallenge
that they Il remember Tor a
'r'I'r.i |.| |'||;|.'I II'IIII'.
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Instructions for the
foute are primted
on a readboak....

-yKEns...

And with his new route, Chris docsn’t disap
point. Buetone the nde began, Chires sad o o
that: *If afterwards,
of trad] riding anywhe the worded, T eat my
ETM, 51" Well to Chris from indig
let's just say that although I've been lu
enough to ride dirt bi all over the w
from leeland to South Afdea, and from New
Zealand to Brazil, I've never encountered three
continuos of tral nding i such amazing
scenery as this

And at the sk of blowing o bit of smoke up
Chiris's backside for a mic ot = let me mform
vou how this tour came aboul. Most readers
know Chris as THM .|.'|'||:I|.']}-r [14]
colummnist, some will be ane that he's

d every year on the Dakar
a competitor-linison agent,
=0 know that he
‘manuge ch rider by the
name of C
S

AN CTIOTTROE ATl q.-r crodibility
arrong Lhue :t||I|||l1||.'; i
adopted hame of France. 50 when ( hrl
went looking for a new “route’ late last
year, he was offered help by none other
than [ .
o the (

s had three better days

ra liver ard work
||.||H' ||_'r_'.||1r|. hl'

Mot only does Monsieur
i Lo |||_']|1 procrmcd ) the P 1
itlso has acoess to harge amounts of I5|-~|.|||.|.i-|..||1|.-
|:f|._|| I hark X-Trem Encarn) widl which |:|r."'-
mi avallable for Chris to use. S0 vou can e
how 1t is that the riding was not only very

spectacular but also very intense.

Allo Allo

Like all Sport Adveniumne fours, I]||'.-|.r|r|' boegan

juist erortigh in
yoru abrcast of what's hapg
Each rider gets ith a
dimly * i

rowte din
printed muini-di
these nyini a distance
{marked in (1 last
instruction !l a5 a running total
distance. And each schematic diagram
consists of a set of arrc howing the
direction you're
vou wanl o go, and any distinguis I
landmarks (o cooss-roads, dénelict bam, a
TEM TF




AUUN TAIN
BIKERS...

chained-up dog, that sort of thing)

e beauty of this system L that it allows
riders bo tem up with their mates and ride at
their own pace without having to play follow-
my=leader at the speed of the slowest. To ensune
that no-one gets hormendously lost there's a
sweeper who can help nders with broken
bikes ( bones etc, and during the course of the
day there are usually two or thiee checkpoints
(CPs) manined by Chriss lone-staffering amnd
hardwarking (not to mention easy on the evel
assistant Yaseming (‘Papa..? Nicole? ). Thess allow
the riders to re=group and grab any spares/ fuel
sustenance they need from the bock up van
FEH TEM

Mousse no Chocolat
Pl likee Lo say that day one of our three day
acdventure began with a gentle introduction to
get s all in the swing of things, but I"d be lving
Beforehand, Chris had confesed o me in the
hoste] roomy we were sharing, that o lot of the
S.linL: Was vy L;.I:c sarils - il be alnght as ||'||'|:,_=
ag {t doesn’t rain® e said. S0 when 1 awoke carly
on the first moming to the gentle thrum of rain-
drops on the hotel window | knew we wi
for a tricky tHme. OF course that was the leas
my wornes - iirst of all | had to prep bath mine
and Chris's bikes.

eing the week before TBM s deadling, it was

Believe it or not this
wad the view from
the hatel balcany an
the second night...

impossible for me to find cneugh time o dove
dovwn land back) from this inaugural event, so
Chris bud generously agzreed to loan me ene of
thie munints from his vist (and expanding ) stable
of KTMs, What hed neglected 1o tell me before
hand was that neither bike would e prepped
for the job in hand. So before we even went near
a trail, myseli and a couple of other ‘puniers’
found ourselves changing four mousses and
prepping his bikes, 'us ca changes

La Tour
The day began in varnest with & lricky loop
through a very shppery and rutted forest

It doesnT feel e

a praper ride unless

there’s been a bitaf
pushing and shoving...

culminiting mn the first of the day's climbs
which crawled its way out of 8 muddy stream
andd then straght up the side of a rutted hillside.
A climb which would no doubt have been far
easier had Chris not <talled might in front of me,
half-wiay up A il was this wos the first of o fow
|1.|||-.,:| U rovinbies where 8 wars fhis = ||I;|_|"|_'|
ol and |l.|'.||

Chee clear of the ratted toreat, the going
opened out to magnificent soft rounded peake
with spectacular views. Unlike almost anywhere
else |'ve ddden, the roate took vou not anly
trwards the peaks but actually right up and over
the summits. Omne of the climibs just atter lunch
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roguired a fricky litthe sceamble over some large
gquartz outcrops to a remote sunmil offering
magnificent views towands where we'd been
riding all murming

[ fact L scale of the place was amazing, not
fust in [ts vast open beauty, but also in the sheer

yarticality” of many of the climbs, not for nothing

ia this part of the world o skimg region. And

Basgue & Ride

Spart Adyentun’s Pyrénean foar costs £320 for
the three days, which includes the cost of two
nights” (half-board) sccommuodation. You ride
your own bike, soon bop of the mitial cost
ol need 1o budget for getting there and back
{mosl people team up with mates and shane a
van), the cost of fuel for three da )

coat of lunches and a few drinks (Chris pre-
arranges Junch which wsually 1112 a
diay ). You'll need to own any moder and reli-
able single-cylinder tradl fenduro bike (two-
stroke or four-), which needs to be registered
(duh!), rice and quict (standard pipes only ),
and preferably fitted with road legal FiM

; : Hases, Mml riclers ake

BIKERS...

frequently our climbs would take us up to a
summil from whene you could soe the power
line=s fior a chye-lalt -_|'i~.._||'_|]_n_'.1ri|'|:.; ovier thie
horizon, And of cowrse where thene ane climbs
there are alsn '-I|'|_~P dlescents, amld Chiris had
chosen a route which d brakes, suspension
and merves to their limits

As Uhiris pointed out at the frst day's briefing -

Although vou don’t have to be an expuert
rider (o take part in-a Sport Adventune trail rd-
ing holickay, it helps if you are fairly compaeten

icient enough b Took

er yoursell out oo e drail in e forcign coun-
try, Having ridden all of Chris's holldays I'd
gay that this particular one i anguably the
mast challenging (especially if vou elect fo do
Chris's optonal extreme loop - which is at the
discretion of Chrs), N8 it's likely that this loop
will omly take place m summer when drier con-
ditions provail and the howres of daylight ane
greater IV b loaking likely that demand
will vutstelp supply for nest year as Chris is
planning to keep the price the same for 2006
Itheugh the non-refundable depostt part will
ﬂli! from 120 to £150 et Vear),

WuiPOWER racing

Specialising in ENGINE PERFORMANCE

Tel: 01531 B50805 Gl Claytuwilipower-racig. ok
of v aun web site: Www.willpower-racing.co.uk

[:] coBB & JAGGER

YORKSHIRE
TOP PLACE

ASGAR™
Husgvarna

TOP MARQUES

COBB & JAGGER
TOP SHOP!

See the incredible
ranges from GasGas &
Husqgvarna at

COBB & JAGGER MOTORCYCLES
2 SALTAIRE ROAD, SHIPLEY, WEST YORKSHIRE

Tel: 01274 591017

Weapons of Mass ldentification
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ane-of the best things about riding the inaugural
trip i that a lot of thie bechnlcal stuff gets “tried
aut’ on the puniters, Stuff which I'm happy 1o
roport will be 2taying in the roadbouk and which
drew plenty of praise from the asembled nders,
And of course gave “cm lots o talk aboul at our
Iroateed i S0 Palasis o the sl night, as wi tucked
ints the speciality of the region - potito soup,
Todlowed by moast duck. pmd then tarte Basgquee

(a sort of apple flan)

Va Va Voom

Day two was the hardest. and longest of the
lanned roule (especially =0, given that Chrs
wacd mentioned the possibility of adding an

extrd 20km ‘extreme loop’, for those that wanled

it The day baegan with some menedibile climbes

followed by morne incredible climibs, so that al

times you felt like you were up in the gods. Most

of the Hime the trafls conslsted of apen tracks on

a mixture of grass, clay or rock bul with a good

sprinkling of chunky boulders {ust to make things

interesting. At one point the trail headed straight
though a boulder-field, whene you had o pick
your way across and around the amooth boulders
as best you could. It's falr to say that the naviga-
tion on this first four was (at times) a Little tricky,
but momee of the riders seemed to have any prob-
bems fallowing tha route and the standard
of ricking was universally high

O excedlent tranl turmed off the road and
straight up a short, steep climb over an outcrop
of vertically-bedded metamaorphosed rockson
which tynes seemed to find no grip whatsoever.
Ax the sun was by now, starting to climb fairly
high in the sky, the combination of warm
weather, high hurmidity and techmical brails maesrni
that muore-or.less everyone chosse to ridie im just
a rve-shurt, but stll managed to get a sweat on

Thar descent was just as sprectacular, formimg
part of the route of the Shark X:Trem endure
{they go up itk with boulders. stream CTossings.
narrow paths and fallen trees just some of the
hazards encountersd. After a great lunch

leomsisting of potato soup, followed by mast
duck ard then tarte Basque - speciality of the
region, momsieur! )l we headed out for the
afternooan on a lovely brail which began with a
track consi#ting entirely of polished rock steps
win smooth with the passage of wheels over
hundreds of years continuous uee, This trai)
gradually deteriorated into a fantastic washed-
ot gravel track which crossed and re-crossed
the muew: road the French authorities had reploced
it with

Regrouping of the top, riders diviced them-
selves into those who wanted to do the extreme
loap” and those whe didn't (about hall ‘n’ half),
and we headed off on our respectivie ways

Perrier? No Perrier

Se began one of the most memorable altornoon’s
trantl wuckimg U've had e a long time. Carrying my
camer eyuipment on my back | was unable to
use i hvdration pack - something | was to come
to neggrct. that day. The ride started ominously

enough whean Chirls led s down a bracken-cov-
ered slope which was In exoess of 45 dugrees
{ves, really), albeit weo were traversing, And we
wiere barely a third of the way down whien Chrs
realised we'd somebow missed the goal lrack
we were loaking for, and everyone was fopoed

1o back-track. After hall an hour of sweating
pushing and curing we finally got all the bikes
back up the hill again and picked up the right
track which meandered its way down and peros
the hillside, and which was at times =0 steep
that my Jett boot (hill-side) was atten dragging
through the rocky soil.

But if the descent was memorable, the climb
back up was truly challenging. Large boulders
littered the path and made Keeping ap any sor
of momentiom virtually impossible. 11 wasn't
boing Bt the Tt of the bikes bodled up and
progress was show and tortuous as bike after bike
ot stuck and Began to steam. But the severity of
this climb was nothing as to what was to comi.
Fuounding a comer we were faced with a second




(steeper climb) and then a third (even ste
climb) to reach the true summit,

I thimk it's faie to sy that everyome was
losorkimg well-worn by the tio all el af o
the top, Tt sy wie hadd to gt back down a
The bral Jied aice 2 e ||:|E||r| fic ronchead

immita b wwl
ith draps to both
trom
down

Wil i few munuates later by
\.llll].' ar enly this one had a d

il h ilfway down, which meant that you Thad

The rest of the ‘extreme loop’ was equally
as spectacular though fortunately not quite as
and after two and a
ot back on thie main r

SOTTHE ETeal ck going, and one trail
W |1I\.EI APprog 2 b sl ”"”‘“"'Hl’
Pl Fisions Lo I"JI_‘!! .||1|_1'r|_'
ht Uy and in-betwoeen
|I4'|]r|1[ | down |h|'1ll|h1_'l
wnlder-fie
Those of us who'd elected o do the exira 1:,&;]_1




The quality of light
WA AMATIG,.,

didn’t reach the hotel that night until nearly
B:pm and after a great supper of (yup, you
guessed it) roast duck, albeit preceded by a plate
of Serrano ham and Chorizo, and followed Ty

a rich chocolate pudding, we fell asleep 1o the
sound of a waterfall as the nearby mountain
stream cascaded over the rocky substrate..

B8 TEMmM i

Menage a Trois
Day three was warm, sunny and s |"'|'|':.1.|'la|.'1| I
the extremie. And although there were plenty of
good challenging trails to ride, it was a day for
sight-seeing and enjoving the ride. Away from
the hotel we rode first around, and then across
the nearksy peak before descending steadily back

Larimaai

down to the road. After a short section on
el another good climb and descent across fields
and down a :.'.||.|I track, & sinewy moad ook us Lo
an excellent long grassy climb -.-rr.ni;.rlhl up the
side of a valley to a rocky outcrop from where
you could view the whole valley,

But the best was vet to come. A tiny tarmac
roadd ait thee top of the dimb revealed spectacular
views of the surrounding high peaks which glint
edd and shimmwereed in the late summer sunshing
A the rosd became a track, the roadbook
revialied one final surprise. Another long, bumpy
grass-covered climb led to the summit of a pealk -
an top of which a large ek outcrop provided
the foundations for a tiny chapel. The views from
this chapel were sublime and as we stood and
watched the vultures circling hundreds of feet
below us, there was a sense of having ridden in
a truly wondrous landscape

Fortunately no ducks were imjured during the

making of our lunch, and afterwards as | headed
bl o r||r- .||||u||| leay ing the rest of the ‘II.'H|'I,

to follow the final fow kilometres of track back
I1|r|1|.1:.;|| I§|1_' forest Lo ||‘II_‘ rendez-vous at the |'-||||,'I_
! ||a.||1|'|||~|_1 alb whieie Wg"|1 r:;||in||. | LR} I]n.- I‘I.I.--l
three days and what vou could still do on a dirt-
bike in mainland Europe. Lang may it continue.




