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True Blues

Chir first test of the 450F (back in
Movember) had pretty much conclud-
ed that the WE was not our idea of

a racer. Sure it had the speed and the
power but it lacked the agility meces-
sary in a race bike. By the same token
then, we figured the WHR's home was
on the trail and the road where its wal-
loping power oy ild be pul (o

s Y L
gooed use at himes, and where its gicth and
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ure. For certain when | shpped mopself onto

{and practically into) the WH's comfy saddle for
the start of the afterncon’s riding it brought an
instant smile b my face after the Gasser's much
firmer upholstery. The suspension sunk gradually

with an incredible plushawss and the moler fo

wi simooth by comparison swhith the Euro bike that
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:,II_'l,I.'.I

just tyr

I'd ':|-.||'|'|| Thens's mvode traction and
| A whole heap more forward motion
ﬁ 2 bl corners nake vor work for s
Img a5 you strugele to muscle the Yam
arovnd (powering around a blind turm
simply isn't
J L
Omn loose and sloppy poing the WR-

an aption on maost trails)

| \I'.".h::.‘h'-\- 0 INSpine tne Laasser £ level
ot confidence. [F's not like the Yamaha
15 unstable or anything. On the con-
trary, the big WH feels perfectly com-
posed while its sliding sideways at

30 degrees to the direction vou want to
g The trouble i | wasn't just avig
with the rear end, the front felt

wiually as uncertiun: Gop ot seemed was

prodle

Grand Prix

Motoreycles

177 - 187 QUEEN STREET, NEWTDN ABBOT, DEVON TO12 2BW
TEL: DY AZR 336000 FAX: 01626 333320

EMAIL:; markii grandpriamoelvrcycles.com

WEl: wwivw.grandprmatoncycied.com

Classic Trail
Honda TLS

The premier off road dealer in the Westcountry "prea=
# More Stock ® More Choice ™ Better Deals

W Credit Cards Taken ™ Nationwide Delivery ﬁ?"
W Full Range of Accessories in Stock



tenuous at the best of times, and while the sus-
pension gave what can ondy be described as a
magic carpet ride over the bumps (it really is that
supple), this only added o the WER-F's sensation
of remre 2
Lindike the last time we fested the bike, this
tinee it haad & ey o shall an iltl1i|}1llrlll.lll
meomuenits - and ot Juis whieny the throbile was
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a jetting problem (something which obviously
doesn’t atfect the Gasser since thene are no jets),
but the Yamaha w stall if you tried to beed
irt a Lilber prear too varly, And i the really sloppy
stuff the nother problem as well The amount
of engine briakimg avilable. Throbtle-off on the
approach to o hazard and you'll find the b
endd try o overtaky thi front, as all that v
uying Lo push you forwarg
At one point I swapped bikes with another
rider on a WRAZGF (for the purpAses of com pari=
aon) and the difference betweisn the two bik
o immediately how much
taut and hard-edged the 426 felt. The pogs
were higher, the tank narrower, the suspension
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her dder sald hae
likerd thie 450° muscle, | think he we
kimdd. He 5 rl_uh: I DIE B

11u|:i'||hi.: marne than

86 TBM

i= however - you just can't explott it most of the
fime. When the going's slippery and muddy it"s
like trying to hang onto a buck :
thing's all over the plece. Then, once the trail
dioes dry oul, it's like piloting an off-road drag
brike b5 capal h enormous veloo
thess el o plede i1 like that Asks se crvcdan
i . Time to
swap bik
Caotting back aboard the Gasser was like 5
breath of fresh aie It's like slipping into a pair
cafter trying to mun in WX boots
hess througeh dirt swikter than Blez cutting
th o free buffet With firmly damped sus-
pension and a front end that's seemingly unstick
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comparigon. The Gasesr wastes far less time on
frisitless wheslspin and puits morne af S power
tir the proand.

1t also feels considerably lighter as well
Without the chance of weighing them, this is one
of th things where | suspect perceived weight

and power delivery hias a lot to de

I wouldn't mind betting that there's probably no
more than 3 kilos between them in the Gasser 's

tavour (1f at |'l]|'|- bt therne's no denvings that the
Gasser ‘ride

more delicate toach, it lofts the front enc
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ignalled for me to pull over.
2’ he said ‘because I'm having

pushing me wide on bends.” We exchang

mach agmn, Chres took off on the Gas Gas
as | attempted o follow him on the 450F. Much
as I'd love to claim that it was casy 1o hang

and stomy descen

s, The broad

easily and the weight broomes even mone notioe-
able - even if the brakes do a greal job of ke
vou out of the hedges

Deaecision Making
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e Yo
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=t away s on the FSE
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and then throttled on: Hard, The Gas Gas simply
railed the cormer and exited with a L"“"“—""
roceat, whereas on the Yamaha - well 'm con
vinced I'd still be there now, picking brambles
oul of I‘I'I_!n-' Fums

50 are there any areas where the Yamaha come-
pares lavourably with the Gasser? Bulld quality!
It has to be said that the Yam feels far more
robuast than the Gas Gas. We crnshed both bikes
a few times (onoe on the road - don't ask), and
it"s fair to say that the Yamaha emerged from
these incidents far better By contrast (and over
the course of three davs) the Gasser bent o fool-
peg, damaged its stand, bent a lever, trashed its
HﬂF"‘ and bwisted the forks in the Vi skes, Wi had
B attend to some of these Fln'l'"ll""'l'l'\ befome we

could ride again, whereas the Yamaha requined

no attention for damage whatsoever. If longevity
15 an msue to you - clearly the Yamaha has the
build to take the knocks and come back for mome

Finally there's the tharmy issoe of both the cost
and the mather of road |1,';._'|.1|ih' o consider. As
It comes the rﬁ.h{-l-n_:_.ﬂ l._-.-.'ur._‘-d_'r. undercuts the
Yamaha (505 against £5199), bl that doesi’e
include the cost of making the Yam road ready.
Budget on about £300 for Yamaha's own Tegalis-
er’ kit though we reckon dealers will be striking
bargmns on hard to shift 4530 once the brilliant
new 250F becomes readily available

Ridden in isolabion, the 4530F doesn't leel any-
where near as unwieldy as vou might imagine,
We leant our 450F w0 a punter to try (whose own
XEANOR had ex primed ) and the prlain anad ;.-|;!1|}1]|_-
trudly is he loved it But then e never rode the
FSE. As a beefy trail bike the Yamaha's really
quite a blast The suspension sucks up hits like
they don’t exist, the motor keeps driving hard
while the bike generally feels quite pleasant to
=S8 TEM

ride. And we know it's good
and strong. It's only when vou
bring another bike [nto the
equation that it begins to put
the Yamaha mito perspective
But that's the whole reason

hor a comparisaon fest fike thus,
Competent though the WR-F
L:II1|.I|.-IJ|."'I!\.'\”‘_.' i, &t alo |:.'|~-i;||'
a bike like the Gas Gas FC4R0,
there really is no comparison
In every respect apart from
perhaps build quality, combort
and out-and out acceleration,
the Gasser nails the Yam and
does il quite convanem]ly.

IF youl eindy cver ride on
your own, you T e guite
h,rilr_l. wilh the 450F, But if
vl rlce witly sormie moles
and one of them happens to own a Gasser,
don't whatever vou do, ask for a test ride..

Thanks Folks rritin b Jorrves amd Clifoe
b | alia) and Jaln Shivt (Gasser)
for leelp wwith the bikes. Alzo to the other trail
y enjoyable. But
F oCCorrremrd
7w it or

to owur bro

Let's not beat arcund the bush here. If T was in
the markiet for a new 450 Twouldn's be beating
a path to Yamaha's door Fact is 1'd buy the 450
Cas Gas (even over the new 450 KTM). T
Fave T el so at hore on a fourstroke enduro
ke s 1 il om thee new Gasser, Essentially
this is down to a fantastically planted front
end (a revelation after petiing off a K'ThM),
incredible glitch free power at low reva and
small overall dimensions. These three factors
A "I"L‘]ill:e: of contood apd confi
e noie of the competition con offer. The
Leasder ISl perfuct - the exhaust i too nosy
and the finish 1= still a bit dodgy - but for mak-
i me fizel like o superstar (if not look like one
- Ed), | can forghve It almost anything
e the pan ah hilke I!l'u" Yami l||| 1
nd heavy. There's II|.|l|IInI|1 pearticulan
v wiemg with the 450F, i1°s st that inmy
Opinion thene's nothing to particubarky e
about it either.. Chris Evans
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The revolutionary "Q" Ia the only sxhaust system that gives terrific
performance gains over the atock aystem, yet stiil kespe within legal racing nolse limits.
When mounted on the DRZ400, you'll get axcellent power without the nasty growl. The "Q" uses internal
beffies, chambere and space age sound-absorbing materials to accelerate exhaust flow for less nolse -

Avaliable for most
popular 2 & 4-strokes

and more power! The new "Q", focused off-road power and less nolse.
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