How 33“!? ucné':ruu -
I:iln.ui—z small”and light... good
- “pilsrounders....or fast and~
- chaflenging dual-sporters?
© We gathered Together a Gas .
" Gas EC200, KTM SD0EXT and
a BMW G650Xchallenge and
~headed down to the Lorere i
‘uw. In -I:ll.lt‘l'lﬂm-ﬁ-m to Chanmnel
.'-ﬂm I‘.II.I'I: ‘ﬂhll:.‘h m hest: ol .-Tl.uln_-.
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alsisking oiir bodies I a
French hotel bar. 1 was
going o gt ugly

I thie back of our van was
wisr oty personal cholee of
Bilkess for the trip - cach of
titterly comvinesd we'd picked
the right wi s for thee ok
Being 4 far of Hghteeight
bikes, I'd naturally plumped
for o small-bhore fwo-stmke
My choloe - the Gasser ECI00 -
i a4 perennial THM faveanne

Restyled for 07 the Cas Cas
benetit= from a much mone
mosdiern ook, even if the
underlyving maching 15 actually
unchanged from Last vear
Aside from the naow' plasties
there's a bigger volume airbox;
fedesigned subtrame, and a
scat carved from billet
Crtherwise ir'4 the same long
and loaw BC endurn bikae we
ko and love

IF you've never rdden the
AW Gasser befome, viu'll be
amared at how well it
performa. Mowrhaene mar as
frantic as the KTM200, it's
actually a far maome civilised
machine to ride which makaes
it just perfect for dual-spoen
trail fenduro wse, All modern
Cassinp emginas ane fairly
smooth thise days and the
EC200 budlds pevwet inoa very
linear way at thir bottom-end,
which culminates in a
ypical two-stroke charge
ance the poveer-valve opens
up. However Gamd this b what
miakass the Gasser w0 gosd In
our apinion), the power-valve seems o open
fairly progrssively mesning that you don’t gel
that teaction-breaking explosion like you do with
the miore powerful KTM, but instead just a rush
of wsable power ineach of the bike's six speeds

With Marzocchi, lorks, Ghillns shock and class-
feading Nissin anchors the spec bs good even if
Gars Gas™s gquality comtrol depl bt early for the
beach with a sign on their dooer saying: Mafiana
Far sare the riew sharper styliing and black
patntsd frame is a much-needed Improvement
on previous models, but it stll nol the sor of
biker you leave sm display, Mattor of factits the
kinel of maching vou beave under a tarpaulin in s
pourly Bt part of your gardge, i case any of
B0 TE

your dirf biking mates pop round tnattisiineed
Dxeasional TBM tester Justing Kingwell's
chotoe of bike for the Lripy Wwias the mich under-
rated KTM SNEXC The 400705 undoubtedly one
of thar star bobers i o line-upy which includies
s oof thad fieesd machines on (he market today
Milder=manmened than the 430 and 525, and less
frantic than the adew DOHIC 230, the 400 earns s
|1!.u,'|f wn thae range by dint of its st [_‘h.q'"lﬂ-‘-l‘“}'-
It was brail riders who foreed KTM o neconskder
the 4MI's posation after the factany had
pensioned i off early. And thank God they did
bocause the J0EXL s the perfect trail baddy:
Changes ot 07 ane limited b a tew two-phece
clutch cover, black rims and a new' design of

wave dises, but atherwise the KTM remains a
thoraughly well rounded package and the best
looking brand in the marketplace

Thee 4005 miotar 1 fakry nstressed, Vel il
can tramp along at a decent clip whene fequined
and the provision of suiffictent peRFC LS ratlaes than
avierwhelming amounts, enables the 400 midier to
find grip - even in tricky conditions, A comiont
able and adjustable dding position (which needs
setting up in the forward position fo gt the best
Froirs WEL, faally addjustakle SUATRETIS WO arkid Buikd
||_IJ.‘I]|1}' secondbo-none enstines that the KTM
WNERC will always find a buyer second-hand

1-1'.‘[" Ed Barni's choioe of wheels was ty |\||,‘.||:
of hils blpgest-ls-best mentality, With more gruns
than a German porn atar, the new BMW
i |r~'|||:'u'|"|.'|1l|.'ﬁ“|~ i marketed as a |1!;: trablie amild
W Were going to find oat it it could keep that
PR b

Mewly launched, the Xehallenge 15 powened
by an updated version of BMW s tuel-injected
FE&0 emp, with a robust chassis, USD
Marzoechi frant forks and an uneonventional
BMW Canti-built air shock: 1t's no lightweight
but unlike Beemers of vare, the Xehallenge i
weirll up to thee, erm. challenge and carries few
unwanted periphierals - though we did remions
tha weird numberplate holder fust in case

Thie biks 15 basically a straight-up big erailie -
ruggedly built for the job. [t spores just five
grars {thimagh onee you've sampled its
ponderous gearbox voull be thankiul of
that), and a riding position which is all-day
comifortabli. In particular the excellint seat
and armewness of thie machine should be
picked our for prase as should the bike's
fine suspension which - enae cormeatly set-ap
(o the mear) wsing thie air-pump stomed beneath
thi st - offiers o maggic carpet ride,

There wapn’s masch (o complain about the
wary that BMW went abaut s business - yes il
was heavy, but it was alse worquey, quictand
entremady rapid, and it found gripwhen
fregquenily the others didn's T blew o main fase
fairly early o in the first diy (quickly changed
with the on-board spane) and the QD seat had
bt b secumesd weith tape, but given wha we put
it through. the BMW acquitted itseld well and
brmpressedd everyeme whie nse e

Evans Sent

Wie'd booked curselvis onto one of Chris Evans’
three-day trailricling trigs in the Logene negiom of
stuthern Franoe (where they run the epic Treile
Lavzerivn eraluen), Tha fdea was we'd be able to
rigororusly test thar tackle we'd broughe along
whilst emjoving thae hospitality of French negional
cumsine amd st the same time, expenienoe first

hamad Cliris's legemdary savse of humour {hegend
has it that if dies actually exist)

Thanks ks his cordicts with the Lovere Mobo
Cliib, Chris has plotted three days of awesanme
tradl rlding th this prcliiresgue and very rural
region nterspersed by lunch stops where you
et to sample traditional local codstne. The
rowte » which s navigated by moadbook - is
fabrty techiical in places and icredibly bong.

Yol spend all day in the saddle covering
approx Hkm per day - e magonity of which is
an rcky terrain, With stream crossings, dorens
of technical stony climbe, sock-slicps (both up
and down, narmow ledges. switchback passes. a
few miles af casy piste. mils, steep discents, fas)-
Mowing single-track and one of two big hazands
to negotiate, (1S not boe the fadnt-bearted, thoigh
= all deable and great tun

Im Fact wie were foaking torwand to the trip e
much that when the alternator belt flew oul from
underneath our van taking the tenshoner pulley
with i = Wi ]'th*i.rh‘l o h‘-g.'mﬂl"i-:- '|-"|.'|r|!i s ail e
FLALOE, itk .'|i‘r-n‘u'll!uilnhl|-|1||‘|;'1 dafgd fio paWwer-eering
| wars starting o got a sweat on (not 1o mention
arm-prumpl betore I'd even set oot on 8 dirthike

[ray one dawned bright and sunny and with
mare than 100 miles of going ahesd of us we
weere really looking forward to the day. As usual
wit swapped bikes betven us in arder 1o get a
feel for each other's machines, and to see if we'd
really made the right choice

With lunch maken high up on a veranda over-
lenskmg a Beranariful biue lake, it gave us chanee
tiy compane notes and angue the foss abknn
who'd got their biks choioe right. Day two saw
us stick 1o o assigried bike and stick another
250k under the whisels - ncludimg a visit to
the: aptly namid Basard Rocks

These gigantic mammualian-shaped Granie
CHITCTOS COTRE st affiT @ stmheam crossing and
{forr us) requinsd & contain amoant of pushing
and pulling 1o get-the bikes up and gver i [t can
b circummninvigated if s ; hoveever wie
had mo intention of bypassing it and af the ened
of a long day in the saddle it proved a deamatic
chirmais to the day’s riding as we grantsd (and
fruashasd) the by Beemer across [ thin enjoyid
the views of the setting sun from the wop.

Day theve was - for me af least - the best of
alk, With maone in the way of techmical trails;
and =ome stunning single-track to enjoy, With
yet mone differing ferrain to cover, it was clear
that each of the bikes wiss getting a weorkinut in
warivel comditions, that which would be e,

As wiesat diwen in thie bar on thi: final day we
had ane last chanew i argue the case for each
of wtar bk befom committing our thasghts to
print. Here then & what wir sach reckoned...
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The Gad Gas EC200 is o fhwmrnﬂp’nd'n WA (he st Second Opinion: James B

the hest hike hocauses, A Tmmicotthic e = You canchange dine- L i Gas Gan® EC200 makes an ultra-fine race
| AN s At ik YORE st and vithr er to b « anich more of bike but for me it simply didn't work on
. Semall and Thght is abwavs rghit AT Olay Tm® S trickle WUE Gy e 10 W wastionts o : ) these traile. Yo, the suspamsion’s great

. <= ke 1 } SR y chinmtts i
hen 0 maka thircase for the Gas GasTEC200 W blast it oult o sl 1 4 i w ! in Y=, thie mimble cliassis allows you (o

i1's & very cabiv jobcindoed . Fact i whilin vou'neg o i i g ; ; ; place it exactly where you want it, and
outon the temil your wimta-bike which hamd e 'y D sty Jestcenis Eikﬁﬂﬂ |'I-J'~IFI'.'I!-' with ; ! yes, (V1] clamber over almost any lerrain
End of... * , " Mack of all-up wieight and dssleading brakes brakes ¢ a Soouse postl Almast! Hut when a day on the bike lasts
Aabdy from the fact thatabe g;.n--ﬁ.u—u Bk far e EC200 rarver Feels-amything tthoe than tola ten hours, having to change gear every
thar Iighiest bike Bore vhicBombs | ot fo 4 ,J_ii-mn“'il_'ll anall-:#!.lﬂllg oprthie bk, A g 0.3 of a second is more stressful than a

round-the-workd trip with a fidyety
quldln.'r = "Are v ey wet™' ) '.1'|=l|'l.‘|l|'1'|'|k

Tick-flack altmg, tw sty Frehth Singlowck T Sehun g re RitBPNG aCross wishouts or
i1'5 also hlgmeddl With the Bt sumgiriion .|:w.l"%- uimrﬁﬂllihtlﬂ- allyau need do [s pre-compress

brakes. These featpresalape chevale o the s thwrsuprnadin and thy Casser slmply oats ‘omsesy & : } ' KR 5 the: very same thing every fime | slung
tus Of rilimber dne mmomgsl i v S O hean clamber up stomy climbs with (he pow - ; et d ) begs orver the 5L
my hl\:[ﬂqq{ i -~ Servalyvy dlised angd the engine burbling aleog il lal e ol )
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Justin Ki “gWEII - fet g ool the rope behind the Barmacle and his

Teutonke Cridse Missile an the finemoads, | ked
The: KTHWM SODEXL is the heasy the weay T eonld slip the clurch intos out of and
bl lyrcause,.., through whatever obatachs came mihing out of
rhire ot mae, In save my bacon, every time,
ool Tirs thae pesrfoct attribtes of what you need wish 1t haad had mirmors on, just o see
on @ trp Hket 1y i T
may be as nimb i 1 mcandan goal
Briit it wmmwells ke oo oo and who wants o have ived @ flat-in-third-npposil
Ei concentrabe o whiit goar you need whon vou sides-foet-off-pegs-wonsdier-whene-thicair-amby-
t drap under your cutade footpeg? Lanio ing-to-land-type of death slidie on a
| power ivety and refused i THEE W F
when 1 was thee ot andd 1118 tizet your bome densaty and metabolic necove
e o Serious potuntial o can Vo really approciate the way this bike hinlds
dent masqueradi a French moumntain tral o Ewie triil
[ Ik e \ ly popped n i Poann 4t at cined of il stopped
; ith thee simyple di slippury or off-camber trail going up or down
aed it simply Liugghs i1 off

i vl bk v bl abwiul

logo

Gas Gas EC200 Trail Report
We're impressed by,
II'" '-Fll""l.l g

Second Dpinion: Justin K
Oy, | admit, the Goat, sorry Ganser |5
WA i sty handsuarnds n.:ll.:l'..[,.|||1_1i|1;'.'1 whicii §t coimnis I!;,| teicky tradls.
ult#lybe fastoners Tt weeighn bess than o wel sock and ndfused
ik oarks [T IJ|dL||_qn_' miy teerble ri:JI||!: '.l*_.'li,' with
® Bar bend even a modestly scary momend. It braked
with alimist f_:uh:.'rur Hke cunfidonoe aind
Spanner-time ran off like a sealded cat when you
Lut's hope LW tihstod the super-light throttle, The budild
addi ey was a bt pumimaelisg and the lijhts wen
i) Aok - nsff, but [ could at leest appreciate the
racing potentaal of the bike, 1 did however
disliloe the seat thal was too Jow and ioay
oo hand, Riding position was, in typical
i Gasmir fashbon, spot on and thie suspen
sl was-awesime. Lack of top end spocd
was slightly un-cool tul overall §am will
ing fo admat that i wasn't too bad..
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%Y | ! crosselhiemds really d leaks fuel. Mot ! 1 Price:
r:.l___-hl e - y i foor Fasd ' rushing ——
. — —_— . hessl » A thie kall KTM S40DEXL Trail Report Welght:
: an on| -ached by ET! Wie're impressed by Contat:
2 - _.___.-" e .;! '\: 4 i ] <l looking bike By ® Lowely flexible
e ‘& ﬂ S s : . : : " sition
W -."l_ iyl T . st/ b qualiny
- R T s, ® Fase of us Second Dpinion: James B
— i ", "_‘ . @ Inteserity of components Thie ETM looks bo be wedring the sensible
‘! - 4 _.: _#-‘%?;ﬁ'ﬂ_., b 1.".r_1 Jo Second ﬂplll'llﬂl'lf Si M We'd 1:]1.“:_!.:.: ; ' Funt here as it wa pably the best all

il opud g mae b1, . Hhe ® Brembo br roddisdier. The mo
KTM b undoubbedly a greal ke, A Tim

Chicay, 'l courne Figeh pop rrakees plenby o
power it's got decent ergoes, and tie
bratihle ard & practical racer oo, bul for asty switchy chassls = e, I @ Ttk Hebiy af Hmes
me it lncks a litile edgimess - a cortain p . But where's the: fun in rding somethnug
e saps cpuend T And whaseas the Caseer is Spanner-time sietsbbsle?

firwely focussed and e Bevmer is 8 real Is clear that KTM had the home mechanic in Having previoushy hud a long-term
challomge fo pilol in thwe tricky sbull, th rrrimaed sehiens thi e the bk and 400 1 kawesw that it whould prove 8 dnch

KTM b semply & liftle bat - oh | dos'l werifie ST s e Tsoles o Pl.l"“-":'ll”'“'”l' {though | must say

kreyw mmlyne, maybe? Meveribeloss ooy, e D webth g few 1 | prefer the thumping bofiom-end of 1 he
s W moch mone |-'.I||I\..'|: dirthake than Fillerr soce=ss k8 fuick and ¢ i {_'1|||H|‘|,.I-,|_|,|||| ji= moee imvols |".1:L:_|:l.1";'

pliher of the otler two and Lar moe panel, thaough Luckily fur the KTM li= saving grace was
poprular than they' 1] ever be, anad that | ; WAL ] because of the fact that (1 was by far the cosiest bike

sl ot for & Lol 1Es alsao oree ol

o it shdeveays oul of Breroad oormess
| ¢ handpuards (o the Sa whillst It was still undoubiedly

alowng writh yoirr dondidencd stock ), and & strome wasaring the sepesibde hat, at Jeast it was
¢, man’s diribilor then 1 this bike should be ! at @ jaunty angle.. j

el

thamie brifes Thal anvome can ride and its
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f youa“ve pever rididen off-road in Franoe eoluminist Chiris Evans and his Sport
l belore then vou'ne missmg out on somithing Ackventune oultht

very special indeed. Mot only can you P our fesl wee joined Sport Adventun's
experience some simply mind-blowing termm, Loxeps tour. Located in the beautiful Massif

rigling fully legal trails often in great weather, Camtrale, the thme-day ride wses he raral
bul the locals are more offen than nol happy o o of Memader as ifs base, heading oal into
s yout bor. Wiith a frivnaly wave and a cheery whal i the hisiet of Freieh enduns colmtry
‘bonjour” as vou pass by - most people serm o and oo of the least populated arcas of

T i thi SONEXC™ Well i rrnas e mone of a1i b passionate about metoreyeles ‘en Francy'. Frami.
JamEE Ba l'l]ll:[li:lt. all-rouitder I the il Spranii<i bk but il Adt you'd expect, you can't just load up vour On Chms” towrs UL L YO 1YW bike and
e AMWY GESIYXrhasllenn bt gk Riady to Racs' plistensd aomss bikes, head across the Channel and disappear ke (s w1l oved 0 way of getting I8 over b
i i eidar = I 1 Uiz irvnes s sl foe :1|||||_||-|J: ! EH] lhI‘ El'nﬂ Tl'llll'ilh' II'Il'll" _""W COMY JCTT - Frﬂm‘l-"},. “"“h hﬂ]"mn‘l ﬂf“‘n“ﬂcﬂﬂ“un a-"l-'
Yorus weannd sbulailite? Yo we gob it At 1560 The French are understandably quite protective back-up inchadiad o the price, Arad 20 warly
s the andy teae tradlie Bn this 1est awd a red Bk reeniaon manmege ferba i jritcmniEiTy ) » of lh.l,'ir ﬂ'JIi.l T'Il"l'l.i'l,"ll"k :’I'II'I Ll'lll.".'lil hﬂll“"h'liﬂi'.. nir (it Eiﬂlﬂﬁ ﬂhﬁmin_ﬁ TBM hh‘-‘d- IJ‘.“-I'NI'
Bloody competent ape al that, Call tha: FOMN ifserfrefiely rothimg faed the Bevmaen Th - 1o mention a grasp of the language, govs a long riders and aeeopod endur tickle outiide the
A trall bikeT [xan' |'|||'|-l\|_'-.|||_'!,||r:_;|| & & uliea-light Goes Gas o the odhes hand I,.'.:||_| ey WLy '.'-\I"I-h}' lJ'IT Ih!‘[‘ﬁlﬂ‘lﬂfﬂ'ﬂ}' Tl"lﬂi‘t}'lmf |'|ut1."L wl‘u."l‘:*Chr'm itrodiioed l-h"g]'lﬂ-lplu
peaky competition machine thats about as cluargse dimtuen  vme Blanked tony hand and ; continental kicks i= to join an onganised fou, Duake (the trail opener from thie loscal Moto

civitised aga Moradishu raffic warden. And the KTM gerpbubly covered twice the piles of - much as that run by oor verye oven cantanbasroks Club Lowerien] and support van driver the
! ¥ | Iy
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Second Dpinlon: 51 M

Throw away any preconcelved kdeas

yom mmght have about big trallics being
mmpractical off-road because BMW s
Kchallenge has armived. Big it may be. and
wesisghiy toc, bul boy 8 i capalbie. Capalle
of tackling evervthing we threw at it vn
the Lozere trip, capable of surviving a ride
like this unscathed, and best of all capable
of puliing a greal big smike on your face.
There are times when voo need to be
brave, and occasionally brutal (o tde the
Begmer, but af other Hmes (ke when the
dirt gives way o larmach vou'll be so glad
you opted for a troe dual-sporter. I1's com
fortable, quiet. and frogal and decegtively
guick both o= and off-road, In short... a
proper bradl bike

Yo 'l-'l-'l-l"lr fi n.l.d T
comiort? With that -
thar b= seat and tha el o kit if mads
bt worek of the tarmae Unlibe the othaer o

der and 15 the ondy bl heee with
th optiom of pilllon peies. In Fact, the €
thiat gl thit whien ouir bofn d Yt b
down wie brietly considoned riding it all the way
back m Blighty

Amd what about build quatity? Well I've
girtta ackmwbsdpe the KTM here, because e
Austrans . havw e mible a-motnreyclhe
The Bermes though b5 Al paricularly well
serewod together. chunky o' robuist. Amd with
mary 4 divaded Tors Gstener In sght © bocat
00 TEERA

thiit froant 1

lowely Yasming - a glll whiose sense of b
t4 a5 wicked as her smibe !

It only though his Bnks with the Soko Club
that Chris is able to run oars in the anea and
ke rlddes ahead of the boiir 1o % M the trails
and mark o any necessary diversions. When
yous hear that the chib not anly rin the massive
three-day Tretle Loserien endurnn but aleo tutis
the local kids o off-road Ading every Wednies-
day afternoon as part of their school curriculum
{11 yo realise just how serbousty they take thed
dirthiking in the reglon '

Introaductions over, Chris ran throogh the
roadbook navigation, detniling the trickber
sections of the roule, any pedendial harards amd
anywhere we wene likely to go wrong, Mindiul
o ::a.'l.'rl-ll'q: thas lcals ‘onside’, everyone abas
rocetved a laminated card which wie were 1o give
to oy who condfronted s whilst out on th
trail; The card explained in French that we wiere
English and didn't speak the Ungo, but if they
wiere prepaned 10 walt someone whio did would
b along shortly (Chris was acting as ‘sweeper
and riding ak the back of the tour). Sensible stufi

Oricw thae briefing was over, bumbags wen
stocked-up, bikes wene fuellied and we were off
il ot thee tradls. ..

Passing Mende's gothic cathedral, thooe klicks
o roand weork s us switchback our way wp the
montaln which overlooks U bown, bofore
turning onlo a long sweeplng sandy track -
the perfoct warm-up in the cool morning air
Five mimutes on, thie sand gave way o e
typical rocky going: and so began a great day
of varied golng. ' '

Crossing the countiryside etvween lush Ry
felds, the trabls were inlegconnected ||_'. shigt
stomy single-track climbs; with the odd
interjection from a rock slab bebween the lopse
stomis. Then agaim the termain changed and we
weme out of the now blazing sunshine and nto
thie oood samctuary of dense wood land

Single-track, finc-road, twin-track and back
tev singtle-track: the mommimg was spent Hithng
Fromm Barwe bo Lane with very itle toad work
before v evsmtuallty descended from the hills
bov e lakesicle funch stop. The lake is actually
a repgryory, Eed fo produce hydroetectric POWET,
and when the valley was flooded (he Tocal
residents were foroed to move oul (or buy souba
geart). The proprietor of the restanrant was one
such villager and whilst it may be 2 little strange
1o look ot scmoss: 5 vasd expanse of waler w b
oy home nsed to be, their mew place is ceriaine
Iv Blissieed with a stunning view!

Sated, it was back o the bikes for a blast vp
another magmificent, twisting mountain pass and
an afternoon which agaim saw huge yardations in

Sgunters,. :

i

piclingg fand the only real wet muddy mets of the
enthre lour ) befone wenitually meaching thie hotel

as the sun sk below the hills, The biloes’ o e
had clicked up 180km!

At 250km. day two was sef to be the longest
of Wb forar andd thiere wore some bleary eyes as
Chris ran through the I.i.ll. o mowbe wardy that
morning. Thi dding staried with a blat ugpr the
samne mouniain road as day one and with the
Larmae sheltered on e “dark skde’ of the
mcruntain, & chill breeze blow through our raoe
shirts, Bursting into the warm sunlight ot the top
of the climbs, the route again ook us onto the
sandy track before changhing tick and eading
o some wonderful stony, wooded slngle-track
TEM @0




R

... &... B...
GREAI!

i
i \ i T
¥ .\1. I‘.l :
g
- '.l.-' |I".
TN, BMW GESOXchallenge
F i TR ANEE A Trail Repore
- ’ We're impressed by
T _l_' o~ D Claom

- Wb, [CHHC, Rased gt Tomir -tk

ed et

BMW LIK

Secornd Opinion: Justin K mabe a habit of this tvpe of dding. but the

‘Cor blimey”, 1 thought, when 1 first swung weprht issoe aside, this was a semiously

é leg over the fuipr Dhwermoce, "W mo s impressive bile. Wiy fast on the tarmac and

going o get this Ih||'||.; round”. Big Beavy fire roscts e @ real st Bie bt TP with

and expensive, but with prelty cool siy !‘lllrl,;‘_ olsrwhere. [t defimtely sumned the smomher

I aonsickered for & mvoment that Hamnibal stuff. bt in the ngint hands turmed out i be

and his elephants |1_||ﬂ_|.'|b|'.' had more chanee i real WirEpon

of erossing a mountain than this r|'|.|.|'|._q | needdn’ 8 bore Yol with the &oeellent build
Wiell eal my shorts, what 8 surprise guality, great disign, oomidy saat and frugal

Liven o confident (e aggressive, skilled fuel use, so | won't Instead | leave o with

arnd J|+'_|"|I|-. mad ) fhider - step forwan] The o warming - try il L L.:'li;ﬂl s Diwrd Iy 6 v

Harnache - the 650 stmply roansd up any thing F'II“ up alomgside one of these at thie start of

v pointed it at Motsases would be o trail.. :1I||-|.'r11: b v being lawhed at at

absclntely essential i you were going o the finizh

atul a long, steep rocky
climbe. Merely & Laster
of what was in store.,

T pest of e
morring s riding was
g ke bull aad thrhi bradls
and sharp elevation
changes, with some truly
spectacular vistas and
miere than o lew peeriluss-
looking plunges awaiting
those not paying athen-
ton! By <ondrasl T aftors
reosnry was rsch more
oy, with widle fire=
roads allowing far groater
speeds. Had oar riding
cormpartion, Cary fromm
Ganldioed, not suffered a
Eairingeserupshiing bumble
on has minkd fand arguabiy
slightly uitwuitable) Cilera
RCBO, it'd have proved
a pelaxing sun-up ko the
{inal techmical rock
sercthoris af the day

Ever in good-spirits, he "’.-. i
nonetheless joimed s in i\
& tugh and a joke.as he
8Ll kied splinters of [alkan
fibreglnss out of the dusi!

IlIJ'IFrIH;: UP ol Ladikis
o the setting sun glamed
ths grodind podd, only the
‘Bastand Rocks' (detaibed
&l siswhere ) atood Belwec & -r'_' & I_.|-"
s and a5 j:l'lllll' i bhack
tiv thie huatel. By the thme " - 1
we d ewentied our way up
and ovier tho ‘Rocks the i:|!.'_J"|I Wkl i .1||1_. At
to fade, and with endomo hendiamps fickering
off the trailside pines we swvept down off the
misentarn and back mba towm

Lisirg manw af the tracks from the Trefle
emdirn, day three's 160km noute was arguably
thie mast technical of the tour, Early fine-mads
av tiede indication of the rnding ahead
pecially the deep rocky gully whilch
immediately followed thiem

T -slrad meko, 1'|.'|1|-l'u|] Ik eornern, and a
slippery wirl six-fool mock-step (thanicully down
rither than uph required negotiating carefully
befome we conld climb the banked side of the
trakl ot ot smoather oy I.]'l:!u': Ratakle
tralls incloded a tricky Rt track”, beset by
P L---'I:'|'!-. and loose Boulders which ended with
anithier off-camber clamber. this time L & tree-
lined hillside. and vt more woadesully fowing

e be- b ack
AbheT o lnndch-nl I3
wpaTi M,1.‘|-|-c|l'|;,'_ p the
ays Lamd the calaries) al
a F‘I:"IIII'-"-;;[IJ' tavserm th
Alternesns rdihe ok
us hack up into the hills
oy some mollereaaster
sandy teacks, and down
imdes aieep wonded
vallimes, A streame-cross-
ing, of hellishly slippery
rocks invited us fo take
a dip (tha' thankfully
no-cne acerpisd tha
ulfer ) bafore the route |ed
OuUl ko @ eries Of i:fa‘l-l'.'l"l
tracks running betwern
remote meal villages:
Adter bricf splash *n'
dash fram the jorry cans
T SUprport var the
fimal Laew of the day (and
fhie b ) v wet anthis
cracker; a tght winding
i trail through dense
T woodland which
dropped sway ah,|rp|-\,
ab e side, Interspersed
with small mck-sieps
o tiry sbyeam
sty b proved a
v finale for the boag
Twenity prinies Lates
| wir wete back ol ilw
L3 hasteel, weith pthing s
sirenuons than & dip in
thi [ il sy Beosod el
i cold boer ahesad of us
Withaiit & doubt, e Sport Adveribuee Loeen
tiour i some of the finest iding yoic'll ever do
Technical enough 1o be challenging vet Do i
encagh to b enjoyabile, stunning soenery and
a felived atmosphen: sirmply add b an aloesdy
excellent experience. With the minimum of poed-
work, clear'n” easy roadbaod navigation and
long diays in the saddle you got a ol of riding
tor your money. Thorsighly recommended

The three-day Sport Adventure
Loxere tour costs EIB0, bncloding
v nights half-boord accommonde-
tion and Toll back-up. For mors
detalls of all Sport Adventure Dours,
photos of the routes, an events
calendar andd booking form Llog onto
spoart-adventure.com. Chris can also
he contacted an 07900 825719,
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Spanner Time
Wi iy AW oneses hay
eflist tha

restimet By doale
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Grovup Humgs aned Toasts: 1k wries) Mr
P, | salude vou. | can howesdly say that day
P ol the trip was the best day il | have ever
had an a motorcyele - bar nome - both one and
olf-roadl, Words like epic and awesime: cmned
Cravey the (Al b thut |-|."\'I.F('TH'H.I.M ms |
batiled my way across the Cevennes mogion and
the mosl excellent roules that you chose, Wel)
orpanissd. with grest compuny, bloody encellent
fiosoed anvd Jaugh-oul-lowsd banny vemngs, thas
connint be boaten, Effortless, etfichent and
plarmesroies back-op i the borm of the lowely
Yasrmina and fine frall opening by -\.-'upt"r-h.'mi
by Dhu o fospped ol e prerdect Lrip, I fact this
trep wins s oo (st even when | wias Bithen all
ovier by lamge black aitack-anty blown Trons 2
traditional Ceveriowes fire-bellonvs-stick by Cary
e the Dbl baar (dean't aekl) mned o Chtroest
i?ix.p,m'h spat off ibs alfmator beli and we Heaad
i predal oime In a Liston-backed hire van

11l L Flus the BeeEmm commes with 6000 mile
WV

through the pight, we siil] voubdn’l by beaten
dowwm. The 17 coftees each and bulk pom supply
alecs holped and we lnughed ourselves hoarse for
meatly 14 hovrs of solidd driving, mes=liv b wmiy
bassd BFip i years

Thanks are also e e Clnoen Uk Ll
The AA (indinpensable], KTM UK. Gas G
Maotos e BALW GH L.

And spocial thanks go oz §omtenned
{514 |'|.|_']lj|r|';_ uik ol i @ crals. Weoe erossed the
chanmel by all sorts of eans aiid can ooty
aay that the Burotrned s, in our esperience, by
far ihe most efficimt, smoothest; and painless
way of getting over to France. Proces stard from
£4% one-way for a car and passengers. and you
caiy ook B @l et com. 1o Banetit
Fromens the bl ddeals mmke ¥onif resd iV abhisn i
advanoe and cut of prak periods
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THE place to come for all that is KTM
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www.thektmcentre.co.uk ¢ enquiries@thektmcentre.co.uk t 01442 255272
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