


o ride the Trefle
N IR i ( . ]y, it = al timas

7 jusl o
ym s British - oue
wkal columnist

of his hamd, Hy
fommd ot
iy T with hum
With 300 miles of riding planned there was

il tirmes
5. And
|-I|l||.'t‘!|' I"I |r|| I'll.kl.""u
e killer hills for Chrig's
ter this vear, it was too
,}-.\Kld dan I'PI '.H'fllr'll!}' LD Miss,

Dn ¥ Va!

Mt miorming ridimg out from Mensde up inte the

smrrotmdin HInA ' ibbom
of tarmac, I an with
Tl : . o . with and open - just the tick
ore the real riding began. The real |
- f the inding Mende lies not fust

L ST |._1|_|.|||I:|-|'- ll!_ll also mn |!II_".1
Ome minute you can be or
tiring along sc
] ke from side o side
¥ Ifl."d:_'j I»¢
e ane sk

climb {a

15 dictate

predomina

there are craggy outcrops, exp
= quite unli

Maotor feals very linmar. Red
bbox i the fuel-injection...




sheeply down through a wooded glade to g crys- i T I e ’
tal-clear stream crossing, revealed ruts left in the Both bikes were hitted ﬂk“‘*“
b ¥ SR Tl readers far the dﬂsl
rock by the passage of ancient carriage wheels
Plasfic mﬂ m q;:uiﬁf... .

And on these sorts of tracks - particularly the
loose-surfaced dimbs - the four-stroke 15 king

Va Wa Voom

O a ki like this, 458k s an deal capacity to
have. It allows vou to press on where necessary,
or simply meander quietly through pretty little
villages withmat the need for too much throttle.
There's plenty of power in reserve for the occa
sional stredches of bla kln.ll\ and the torgue afford-
ed by a modern 430 allows vou to pull a tallish
gear (like third, say) on pretty much all but the
stegpest of ascents - helping maintain momentum
and limit wheelspin. Two 4505 theny, but both
very different in their overall design and
packaging. Here's how they stacked up...

General Stuff

l\'["ﬂ ..'_[ll_l [_'.._l;. f_;-.'u'-. h._n i ._||'_||:-r|'l.'||_|1|'-|,| 'Ih:l' licrative
450 endurn market from opposite directions, And
while both refish the acguisition of world titles,
bath factories are pragmatic enough to realise
that the majority of 450 enduro bikes ane boughi
by trmil pidere who accasionally race rather than the
pther way round. To that end both bikes ane buill
fairly strong and neither of them is what you
might call featherweight. The KTM tips the scales
at 124kg fully fuelled (in standard trim - ours
was fitted with one or two extras), the Gasser

is around mime kilos heavier - and it feels it But
once an the move both offer enough srunt to feel
fairly spoghtly on the trail

Thers couldn’t be more difference between the
look and feel of the bikes either. The Gasser feels
hong and 5 |-'||.l:|1 broader in the beam, the KTM
shorter and narrower. The Gasser's riding posi
tiony feels neutral and traditional with abilt of a
stretch to the lowish bars, pretty much anyone
can get on with it By contrast the KTM's riding
position is quite unique with {ts high set bars and
pegs. Not everyone likes i, but onoe you get used
Ew ik, ol I|_'|."|-\. ||'|.‘||_H_Ir'|.I||.'!.' hetter. Both have very
firm seats,

In ferms of specification bruild quality and
miore especially design integrity, the KITM wins
hands down - and this despite the fact that some
readers repart that KTM's legendary reliability
is not quile as unshikeable as it once was

Fwverything from the KTM's sidestand to ite
digital instruments and quic k-release air-filter
are better thought out and better constructed
than the Gas Gas equivalent, and you really don't
wimnt o go looking too closely ol the Gasser's
Frame, wiring and overall construction. A mixtune
of bolts, exposed block connectors and shabby
Fllli.“lﬁl'lj."_ make the ‘-p.}r'.iah bike stand out for all
the wrong reasons alongside the Teutonic KTM.

It may scem like a minor point, but to our way

Just oow of o doxen or
more stremm oossings
wa rode during our \

two day Irip... )
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2004 EXC models have edopted 450 motor is o
the one-picce sideponel and legend, There's power
roar fander dlugn_, nvailnble a't!qm'heu._




A BIG THANKS TO: Kiki Boulet, Duke und the rest of the Mato Chub de Lozere for o superb couple of days riding...

of thinking this sort of stuff matters with an
enduro bike. [k can make the difference between
the maintenance regime being, a pleasure, or a
pain Little details like the KTM's tall threaded
rim-lock nuts can save minutes at a fime when it
comes to tyre changing. And if vou're constantly
having to swap tools becawse (for mstance) the
Casser has a variety of balt sizes on the handle-
I"ulr |,'|l‘_'r| ||I_“-| .ril mie, 1|||'|| WO e |||'-|r HI_I]]IE I_II t'll_'
wasting hours in the workshop,

Engine and Power

Despite their similar capacities, 1t's only when
wiola Ptide these Bikes back 1o back that Yo find
out just how completely different their power-
plants really are. The Gas Gas' liquid-cooled,
fuel-injected, DOHC, four-valve electric-start
mister looks for all the world like a Suzuka DR-Z
engine - in other words it's pretty damin chunky
m sizes By companzson the KTM's liguid-cooled,
carb-fied SOHC, four-valve electric-start lump
appears much more anorexic alongside it. And
e reckon this alone probably docounts for at
least four kilos difference in weight betwesn the
two bikes. Whal's more they deliver their pay
Inads in completely different ways.

The Gasser motor s linear and progressive
theres a reasonable spread of torque, a decent
midrange and a healthy top-end. In fact it's only
nce yoru et the motor really howling that this
powerplant truly comes alive in.a way that'll

A THEM

thrill vou [.!1 o that polnt vou \i:r:nph,' gt driven
along by it in an efficient, but slightly soul-less
way. It makes respectable power and the EFI pro-
vides decent fuelling, and just like the KTM t‘lu:n'
are six ratios to chose from. But you quickly pet
used to stirring the Gasser’s gearbox If vou want
tor make decent progress - orat least you do if
vt ‘e trying to live with the KTM.

Because alongside the KTM, the Casser samply
falls a bit flat. Tts power delivery feels anaemic
and strained ot tmes. And this despite it being
the nolgler of the two machings, More surprising
is the foct that it feels quite a bit more vibey than
the KTM - or in any case harsher - and il uses a
touch more fuel to get the same job done.

That the Gasser fails 1o malch up o the KTM's
powerplant is hardly surprising,. given the abili-
tics of the current EXCA30 lump, Because this
éngine is quile simply pure genius. This is a pow-
erplant which is head and shoulders above any
1hiI1H else available right now ""11.‘.1|:|||!.'_|'|. Powier-
ful, relatively smooth, acceptably quiet and far
o torquey than any other 450 we've tested.
1’z got everything: a booming bottom end, a real
rush in the midmnge and top-end power far and
away in excess of what we need ar can exploit.
Roll it on in the comiers and the KTM breaks trac-
tion and powerslides its way oul of every turn.
Blip the throttle and you'll lift the front over any
obstocle, And pet aggressive with it and you'll be
amazed at its eye-waterimg turn of speed

aunters

But this surfeit of power can have its draw-
L

backs. For example the KTM's power delivery is
significantly more apgressive right off the bottom
than the Gesser's, and this can make finessing
technical rocky elimbs (and slippery mud) that bit
harder than on the EC450. Never was this more
obwvious than on one particularly long and rock-
strewn ascent on day one.

While Chris an the KTMW inatially ot the JuImp
on me at the bottom of the hill with a burst of
acceleration which left me wondering which way
he went; as the hill became steeper with slrcable
rock-steps and plenty of loose boulders to clam-
bar e, It was abwvions thal e (TR TS '.I1||Hi.;i|||p_ f
lot more. By comparison the EC's flatter torque
curve ensured that rolling on and off the throttle
produced much less in the way of wheslspin. |
quickly caught up with Chs - the KTM scrab-
bling for grip as each burst of throttle sent the
tyre spuuning off sideways - and the Gasser and
I nipped swiftly pasi

Le Plc-Nic

[y b honest, this was one of the few times dir-
ing the first day that the Gas Gas rder enjeyved
any sort of advantage. With the majority of the
tradls beingg fast, twisty and relatively smooth I'd
spent the moming dodging a shower of roost
fired up from the rear tyre of Chris's KTM, and
grabbing huge handfuls of thretthe W even keep
him in sigght. ty the time we reached our lunch

RIDING THE

LOZERE

hen Chris raced the Trofle Lozerien

Endumn several years ago he fell in
love with the arca and the fantastic riding it
hiad o offer amd started looking at ways of
l'l!l'll'u':1|+'. one of his !-_i|'||_|-|| Adventure roacd
book tours down there. ‘It had exactly what
| was ]l..hlk.il\_g lor in Ihq.- way of lErrain, even
if it wias a long way south, | knew that many
of my punters would be willing to travel that
far for the chance to ride such trails”

There was however just one hitch - like
many of the best areas of France, the Lozene
is highly protected. with hard won right= of
access pealously guarded by the club that
organiss the Trefle. “The more | lookad at it
the more I realized that most of the Trefle was
run through National Park for which you
needed 'l].'-‘1‘L'i:-1| rh.'ITrli-:i:~!LJI:1 to ride. In addition
Lhad a lot of respect tor what the club had
achieved and didn't want 1o mess it L biar
them. I is so easy to go into the wrong area
at the wrong time and Pul every l|m1g I oo
ardy,” The final factor Chris had to take into
consideration was that the Lozene is 2 moun-
taimous and desertad ared with extreme cli
malic variations - the so of arca where a
little local knowledge can go a long way

All uf which forced Chris into concluding
that the anly way he could realistically ride
in the area was by persuading the locals to
help him oul. ‘Tt wasn't an easy task and |
trod very carefully in the knowledge that
they had nothing much o gain and plenty 1w
lose Fortunately for me, | had worked with
o mumber of the people that were involved in
the il'r_!.:"_.'ll'li-ﬂ[i:?n of their event and managed
to et them o vouch for me. Little by little
we arrived at an exclusive agreement that
reassured us all’

Chris is obviously delighted to have been
abli to have got this far but is only too aware
that L‘H"Pin!}_ evirrvhody on side will be vital
ly impaortant for the future. ‘It has been hard
work winning everybody's trust, but has
heen worth the effort. ‘Putting together the
Lozere this way has meant that | have gained
Acoess ho sorme incredible |r|.1|_|_':. and hod the
chance to meet and work with some really
great people. My hope is that the relation
ships | have built up will continue ta blos-
som and that the Tocals won't ever reigret
prutking thesir trust Inome anad 1|rtir1|.|t;_'i:, m
my clients,” For mone information about
Chiris' Inrlhrr-mm.;.‘ trips call i cany D700

B26719 or check oul sport-adventure.com
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stop at a wisteria-clad
auberge with an outside
terrace overlooking a
Jlu:.;u' Bluae Takes | was
covered in erud and
aboul ready for a break

With the exception of
the [talians, no-one dies

lunch’ like the French
While I'm wsually mon:
than happy to grab a
simple ham and cheese
baguette, the French guys
with whom we were rid-
ingg coulen’t pass up an
opportunity like this o
Luck mito four cors
all washed down with
beer, wine, coftee, and
the obligatory Gauloises
cigarettes. It was fully
twin h TN ] |.ill,'r that we
eventually staggered
back onbo the bikes for
the afternoon’s ride, and
I was stuffied!

Croe again the climhb
up through the trees was
as spectacular as it was
unrelenting. The trail cir-
Cled e edge of the Take
snaking its wayv up the
side of a mountain, and
was punctuated every so
wbten by a vista strmehow

nore impressive than the
ast, Despite the view; it
was well worth keeping
your eyes an the track as
the: stzcable rock steps
came thick and fast, and
pickimg the rght line was o prioty. By now 1'd
switched to the KTM and was amazed at b
much more pull it offered low down, and how
n-_1.1||§.' that grunt was availablie with viery little
effort needed.

But the most nobiceable difference bebwoen
the two was how easily the Katosh would chang
direction |.-._||||].l.|||.'|.| wilh the oh-so-stable Gasser,
The KTM seemed like a darting hare next to the
Gas Gas's steady torteise. Clearly this hos advan-

titghis. il |‘||'-..-1||\.|r1l.|_|;|-'- we beien ri|1||a|:.'I riocky tealls,

bul vou always felt that the KTM pilot had a lol

more Choree when i came o |."l|||-|l~'.t||1-, lines

Wash ‘N’ Go

At ikl tevp of the teall we -u'!up]'h*d for a few min=
wbes to admire the view before heading off across
Al QRN ]'!.'u'l1'.||| lidtened with steeams which
descended via a steep but enchanting diwnhill
boemeath a CAnY wl trews Lo the slart of an

'._l‘/:{ 2

unuswally steaight trail. Historically this partica
far track began lite a2 a Roman Road, but much
more recently had been the site of an old railway
During the Second World War it was used h:.' thae
French Resistance to transport munibions across
the o winlans, bt after the war il !l,"H into disme
pralr and a few vears ago was dig up and tumed
ack into a wrail

Despite the warmish spring weather, there was
still snow wup here and e successton of deep
|1-|.Ii1| s wis -\.EI|.I.-\.|1|'-|:| r||f|\l:l;;';JI When® |||'\5J|I||'14'1l|-.|
The puddles gave way to mud which in turn
became ErASS and |."'\.'|"|‘|1||.'|||\' a ||'|'|;|‘;I|-‘|1.' section of
muddy ruts. It was here that [ lobbed the K'1TM
when 1 lost the front end against the side of ome
of the ruts - the only Hme either one of us fell
during the whole two days

Rt il was sympromatic of the KTM s fromit
end, that [ never felt truly at ease with it dunng
1|I-|.' elare L that | rode it For sure it allows

TERg =Y

Duke: Fost, friendly, French..



accurate pan-point |'-r.w|1'.a1, ol the front wheel, and
it carves turms with a delivacy which the Gasser
can'l even get near to approaching. But riding the
KT, standing up on the pegs with your head
and shoulders well forward, you can never really
bt sure whether each gentle twitch of the bams i
gomng bo furn imto a |._'|_||||F|1|'I-,‘ fromt-end wash-out
For certain, on thie slower switchback trails with
plenty of turns (and steep drop-offs) and whicene
the cholce of line was ki, it telt so much more
secure than the Gasser beepuse vou knew il was
always going (o hum in time. It changed direction
on the throttle (which the EC more or less refused
te do), and when vou spotted a hazard {such as
a projecting rock) you could either take avoiding
action or simply blip the throttle and jump over
it. But on the fast rock-strewn climbs (and partie-
ularly the descents) it felt like a liability
Thankhully a succesgion of easy open tradls led
the way back down mto Mende at the close of
dn_l.' one, aned here the KTM was back in its el
ment - cornering swiftly and confidently, and
powering oul of every horm trailing a sizeable
roost. Then it was back onto supermoto-fricndly
tarmac for the quick blast back into town and
once again the KTM felt easily the nicer of the
twi machines - quicker, mone seeune and easjer
toy handbe, That night over a delicious steak and
chips, the conversation inevitably umed to
which bike we would buy, We were unanimous
in our praise. Up till then, we'd both have chosen
the KTM

Bon Journee

The next day all that was set o change as the
moming’s route quickly departed from the fast
‘n’ casy trails of the previous afternoon mto ser-
o technical poing. The opening downhill was
tvpical What seermed ab limes to be litlle mone
than a goat track, clung perilously to the side of a
ridiculously steep ravine littered with benmis-ball

SE2 TErMM

sz mocks. T wos hard
enough pust keeping your
wheels in line whilst pick-
ing a good clean route
without the hazards of big
denenhill steps, & couple
ol LI,FHJ_' washonats and
sovme off-camber bedrock
tryving to knock them oul
rrl'l'n] |.:|1'||‘||.‘r|'||.'.1l|'|- :I."I.'I|1
All the time thene was the
woestan! chatter n’lf -
i stomes so that i felt
like wie were J'il‘]ll'l.'r‘_l down
the edge of a scree-slope.
I'vie got to say [ wies
yiry -_;;LI.I.'] o e aboard
the Gas Gas which samply
refused Lo be deflected off

SECOND OPINION

f omly | had declined Mr Melber's offer of

,-'Inl.\"h'l' O on |:|'|.|..' Caitts Gas -I-'lﬂl this second
opinfon woald have been sa much casier te
write. On the first day we were riding, relative-
Iy easy tracks at high speeds, and | was feeling
relatively fresh. In those conditions the KTM
was king. Its creamy motor allowed me to slide
oul af cormers in a beautifully controlled man
ner, while its n:mj:.' 1o race ‘_i1I'i'|'.\1"I'I*.il.11'I- 53w M
bopping from bump to jump with exuberance
1."|.'|l|.|.'|1 we slop |.1|._.'-|.1 to lake pi‘lﬂll_‘lﬁ or admire the
view [ could hardly tear away my eyes from
the Katosh's handsome Times and bored every
e b death I'Hil‘ﬁll'l!‘. oit the bike's remarkabls
fit and Anish. In comparison the Gas Gas 450
fielt Bix H.'.Iﬂ'l.' and looked a bit of a mess

It super soft suspension meant that vou
rodiz into things, rather than over them, and the
engine felt strangelv strangled. Whenever you
:.1_|_1;1'|_1|_'d ter lowrke b if yorir eyes wene I.!1'.'.'Iri.!|.'l1}'
drawn lo the paint peeling off the clutch cover
and the otl weeping out of the engine casing
just mext to it

On the second day everythung changed
Irstead of follow g a roadbook I found I'I1_';"~i‘||:
strugting to follaw the “Mad Midget from
Mende', as our guide took us up and over
some pretty extreme rocky climbs - at pace
Suddenly the EXC's suspension and quick
slevring had e '\.1:1|th:|1;;‘; Iy kL"L']‘l the K1
pointing in the right direction, while its huge
TUSCTVES O pawe'l wWiene prnl.'inp_ '-:111'ir'rhi1'l-g ol
a liability. As coon as | climbed aboard the
Gasser everything became so much casier. The
bike's imperial stability and smooth suspension
meant | could hit fust about everything without
fear of I.!L'II'IH biwnced off the edge of whatever

Tine nio meatter what vou collected sith ther fromi
wheel 1t's at Hmes ke these that the sy footed
ness of the BC's chassis really comes into its own,
and its soft, well damped suspensivn {a marked
improvement over the settings on last vear’s
biker) all help. IF was exactly the same story onoe
W n,".n:!'ll,'li Ihl_' l'n_‘llfn-l':‘l and 1"1,‘:._:‘.”!- I!u_' W ST
loose-rock climb back up the other side of the val-
ley. Despite giving away power to the KTM and
I‘I.\".'1|'|F= try be worked harder, the Gas Gas ﬁimrl\
forged ik way to the top of the hill, the rider
mone or less only having to concentrale on giving
it grreat gobs of throttle,

The same couldn’t be said of the KTM howew
er. By the time we gol to the top, Chris was
alrvady out of breath from fighting so hard with
fhe KTM's waywand front end. And this was
pretty much the routine for the mest of the day,
Whenever the trail was either fast and smonth

precipioe wie were ricding. And 1 could do this as
F'l.'l.l_'ll‘:lﬂ'.: =il II'I!_", down as “r.'ll'll.:hr!;."" llrl \'-:ll'|||'||1i1|r._'|
my xhaustid b museles wiere hagely approca-
tive of]

This tsn't the first time | have ridden a KTM
and i Ges Gas back to back and civded up wish
ing that K'TM conld just tone their bikes down a
tad - pust make them a litle bit casier for mene
martals to ride. | have a French joarnalist friend
called Museau (which incidentally means pig
snoist) wha has a strange but highly plausible
explanation for the two companies” different

thilosophies when it comes (o making dirt bikes
randli. Apparently the Bloke who owns Gas Gas
i% a keen amateur off-road rider and when he
comes back from sampling his K&l boyvs" latest
hardiwork, he invariably says something along
the lines of: "yes Very
good chaps, just kick
out the fromt forks a
couple of degrees and
bk off the swspen
siory anad it will be
poerfect”, Cher al
Mattighnffen it's a
clifferent scunario.
The geerers knocking
out the new models
Tean out of thear offic:
door and shout,
Heing, Kurt, we've
gat samething for you
to whiz around the
tosl irack”, And Kimi
and Micoll (dirt bik-
i11r'1 dl-rrl:-:.'_lh 1= b |1||].
take the bikes out for

or twisty and loose, the KT was the more Enpiy-
able bike to nde. But once the rocks bocame of a
cortain size and there was an element of Ll]n1b|:1:¢_
or descending to be done (particularly If the track
didn’t spake around too much), then the Gasser
was the better machine

Mid-moming we artived at a huge outcrop of
mocks down Ihrnu;',h which the track descendmd
With two giant rock steps to negotiate it was a
matter of all hands on deck, passing the bikes
down between us. We got o the bottom hot but
vihilarated, thankful to find that 50m further on
there was a stony riverbed Lo cross - flowing with
plenty of ioe-cold water

From there we climbed .'Ii.':.'lil'l 1o the I|.r|" ol
another huge plateau where the tracks were fast
and Towlng whi B alloveasd both bikes 1o <lod inte
top gear. Onee again it was the KTM which made
all the running, its firmer domped suspension

a play and then say: “veah, pretty good bovs,
just sharpen up e steering a tad and stiffen
up the LUBpenEln and 11 be it on’

What 15 so frustrating is that if you could
cormbinge the best aspects of both bikes you
would have an absolutely unbeatable package.
As it is, if | had fots of time to spend in the
garage and didn't give a damn about reliability
or resale value 1%d buy the Gasser. Back i the
real world the K'TM wins out for me. The 2004
miodel s defimitely mone forgiving than ey
ous ones and with a little time and money
spent on revalving suspension and fithng a
steering damper the bike has it all | just wish
those boys over in Austria would let Signor Gas
Gaas have a quick spin on their bikes before they
decided on the final spec.. CHRIS EVRNS




feeling perfed '!|:..' at home on thie
high-speed going, though in fair
TS5 the Gasser felt |-n-|rg.- |.‘1|'l|'-|i binia,
sliding through fifth and sixth gear
turns with lots of throttle dialled in

I'he descent down the sheer rock
face into the Col du Torn is onee |
remiemnber friom the Trefle Enduro
angd takes somae beating,
Switchback tums so tght that
sommetimies vou can' even get
around them on full lock, so viou
end up having to brakeslide the
rear end pound, whilst staring
down the face of a 300 drop.
Seriously scary, But the ¢ffart is all
worthwhile, once vou've descend
into the picture-perfect village of St
Enimie where lunch was taken on
the banks of a shallow river in one
of the riverslde cafes.

The climb up the other side was as difficult
s Il wWils iu,'”]uu'.. hur |;|._||,'L .ﬂln._|.|r|| thie CalS8ET 1
stormied up i, even overtaking our guide at one
point &s hee stalled on a s il |_l. ir ||'k_!. furn
Chris on the ETM meanwhile, was struggling
with an excess of wheelspin and a shortuge of
inzide leg. And when we I.'H'.‘I."'I"\vr‘-1 bikes mart way

up; it was noticeable how much more difficalt the

ETM made the elimbs

Tha Final Analysis

And this was our overriding conclusion from the
second day's ride. Whenever the trail got techni
cal (which s to say most of the time), the Gasser
vy Hhe machine which demanded the least from

its rider, Tt was stable, well
suspended and frankly
much easier o ride, to the
point of being much less of
o drain o violr seseryves ol
energy.

With the sun selting on a
great couple of days riding
it was back inbto the van for
the |1.~||:; Irip north and a
chance o neflect on the
twio bikes - their relative
merits and dimwnsides, and
ultimately try and decide
whem we would F‘ll.‘n'n' e
maomey. Ideally a combino
tiom of the EXC's usty
engine with the Gasser's
sure-footed chassis would
be best. with the steering
;.;ul.|||||,'f| W osEl BOmew hun-
between the two, But
obviously that's not an
option, so failing that we
eveniually came to the
following conelusions:

You'd bay the Gas Gas
ECAS0... if you are more of
a trail rider than a racer
It yvour level of riding, is
‘clubman’ or below, 1F you
dion ' | :.-|:1|,':||,]||'.;._'; Lime
fiddling in the workshop
I vou can afford 1o take
more of a hit on the
deprecintion. If vou like
Ereal suspension If vom
don’t likoe JI.L-.Iii*-hIL.I. 1i
youi like a nice easy o
ride blue bike..,

You'd '!JII_\ the KTM
EXC45)... if you are more

of a racer than a trail rider.
IF vt |i viel of riding is
‘clubman’ or above. [ you
appreciate assthetics and build quality. If you
want a decent choice of aftermarket parts. If vou
e more on '.|||_' o, T _'.'|~|r'||,' not al all scaned
of speed. [f you can put up with headshake or
afford a steering damper. Il vou Tikor a truly great
(but challenging ) orange bike..

Whichever one you buy, you'll end up compro-
miging somw b .1|nr-5 the line. Mo question in
either of our minds on that count, Both of them
are }f.‘-"'"-l- Tt |'u'1lh1'r 14 f.'lull'n_a-\.-. Sii ]w:h.th e
broader question ix ane either of them: be l'-Lr than
perhaps a 300 two-stroke or even a good 25
four- \lrulu these davs? And that's potta’ l‘-L n
guestion for another doy and another test, But
then again... it
to bhae Logene

54 r‘h-:ll.'-.'t excuse for a return trip
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GELANOTSJ

It's a high performance waterproof breathable fabric that |
mountain climbers, snowboarders and skiers have known |
about for years. The test results were pretty '
impressive so we checked it out and liked
It so much that we -
made the switch to
Gelanots! We think
you'll agree that
GELANOTS® offers
superior performance
at a reasonable price!
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= (ur combination of watespmok
breathable GELANOTS fatvic, light weight
and the atility to fold into its own self-contaiied Eanay pack make the GELANCTS® (SDE Pake Jak yoot
TR VSt HOH Sgairs] WeEhers changing siements
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® The idesl complemmont 1o ol GELANOTS 508
Pk Jai, thizss: parts are 100% witmproot ard
beestiabile. They are decigreed i) e you mime
froly and In comfon aspecially whesn the g
oets tough, = Thee biody and aniculated knes
st A conderucied of ey diaty GELANOTS®
oo , we have infrodyced siretch GELANOTS®
GHPR panels abowe tha knsies, in the Badk yoke
aiea gl in the calf panats
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